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Answer Key: American Revolution Causes and Consequences Quiz

Evaluate student understanding of the American Revolution Quiz, focusing on key figures, causal rela-
tionships like 'No Taxation without Representation’, and the war's outcomes.

1. Which of the following best explains the primary colonial grievance regarding the Stamp Act of
176572

Answer: B) Colonists believed only their own representative assemblies had the right to levy taxes.

This question assesses the concept of 'No Taxation without Representation.' The core issue was not the amount
of the tax, but the lack of legislative consent from the colonists' elected officials.

2. How did Thomas Paine’s pamphlet '‘Common Sense' influence the move toward American
independence?

Answer: C) It used plain language to argue that monarchy was an unnatural and unfair form of govern-
ment.

Paine's work was a critical turning point in public opinion, using Enlightenment principles to persuade common
citizens that a break from the British monarchy was necessary and logical.

3. The Battle of Saratoga (1777) is frequently analyzed as the turning point of the war. What was
the most significant analytical reason for this label?

Answer: B) The victory convinced France to sign a formal treaty of alliance with the Americans.

Saratoga's primary consequence was diplomatic; the American victory provided the credibility needed to secure
French military and financial support, which changed the nature of the conflict.

4. Which individual's metabolic contributions to the Continental Army included training soldiers
in formal European drill and discipline at Valley Forge?

Answer: A) Baron von Steuben

Baron von Steuben was essential to the professionalization of the Continental Army, transforming a disorganized
militia into a disciplined fighting force during the winter at Valley Forge.
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5. Which statement best summarizes a major consequence of the Treaty of Paris (1783)?

Answer: C) Great Britain formally recognized the United States as an independent and sovereign nation.

The primary outcome of the 1783 Treaty of Paris was the formal recognition of American independence and the
establishment of new borders for the young nation.
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